
British Library Courses 
bl.uk/courses 

Learn Live: Journalism – Sources, Stories and 
Headlines 

Dates 

Times 

Location 

Level 

Class size 

Tuesday 13 October 2020 

16.00 – 17.30

Zoom  

Beginners, but all welcome 

Maximum 35 participants 

Course description 

What is news? How are headlines written? Discover the basics of journalism at this introductory 

online short course. We will learn about news values and why they’re important, how to find and 

make use of reliable sources, and how and why headlines are written. You’ll also learn how the British 

Library can be used as a resource for your writing and research.  

This course takes place on Zoom and we will email you a joining link the day before. You will also 

receive a pre-course task, which will help you have fruitful conversations with your fellow participants 

in virtual breakout rooms. There will also be an opportunity to ask the tutor Mhairi Campbell 

questions during a Q&A. 

Live captions will be provided by Stagetext. 

Pre-course task 

1) Find a story that has been published in the last seven days that caught your eye, or has some 
relevance to you

2) Bring a topical story from your own research that you feel is newsworthy but hasn’t yet been 
covered in the mainstream media.

The post-course task will be discussed in the session and emailed to you after the course. 

Tutor 

Mhairi Campbell is a former BBC journalist and Commercial Radio news editor. She has worked across 

radio, press, television and online. She has interviewed a diverse range of figures from Prime Ministers 

to Pudsey Bear. She has delivered editorial training at The Telegraph newspaper, NATO and the World 

Association of Newspapers, as well as working with local press and a variety of academic institutions 

including Cambridge University Press, the OU and Middlesex University. 
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Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. Aimed at beginners, but all welcome. 

Accessibility 

Live captions will be provided by Stagetext. 

THIS COURSE TAKES PLACE ON ZOOM.  

PLEASE DO NOT COME TO THE BRITISH LIBRARY. 


